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Cogielrz Thailand native Supote Methiyapun attended lowa | = W
Ames Advertiser State University in the early 1980s before returningto =
Boone News Republican his homeland.
Nevada Journal But he aways felt like Ames was his "second

home."
: Now, the city will be the location of Methiyapun's
Algona Upper Des Moines g ness, as well. This week, he will open The Spice

Tri-County Times

Dallas County News Restaurant at 402 Main St., right next door to

DM Juice L ucullan's restaurant.

lowa State Center The bL_li Idi ng, owned by local rgsi dent Harol d

Ciyviaw Schnormeier, will now feature apair of eating
establishments.

Reit P B o "Piper Jaffray was here for along time, and there

Webster City Daily was another tenant for a short (period) inthe

Freemen-Journal meantime," said Schnormeier.

Ackley World Journal Methiyapun is getting enthusiastic about the

State Center Mid-lowa restaurant's opening as aroughly seven-month

Enterprise remodeling project winds up (it began last September).

Perry Chief Schnormeier said that about half a dozen room

partitions had to be taken out and there was extensive
work with new light fixtures and wall coverings. But
now, as the kitchen is being finished and new floor
coverings are being laid down, Methiyapun said he's Thai Cu_isine restaurant The Spi’ce will
started visualizing what the 2,800 square-foot space  °Pen this week next to Lucullan's.
ill ook like when it's finished.

The restaurant will further cement the ties between Ames and Methiyapun's family. His
oldest daughter, Anita, was born in the U.S. and is attending lowa State University.

Altoona Herald -
Mitchellville Index

Photo Gallery

Des Moines Business Record

Sports Wire "Sheismajoring in apparel merchandising, design and production,” said Methiyapun.
ISU Athletics "But after she graduates, she will also come to work and help out here at the restaurant.”
Owning a place that serves distinctive Thai cuisine had been an idea running around
_M ethiyapun's mind.
lesters by "I had come back to Ames several times over the years, and | thought about going into
Ames Public Library business here," he said.
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Ames School District "At first, we looked at the Ames (railroad) station, but at the time, | didn't feel that | had
Ames Chamber of enough experienceto try it yet." m
Commerce It was when Methiyapun traveled through Ames after taking his youngest daughter to
NTESEma e South Dakota (where she will live while attending school) that hisinterest level went up TOTING S
Development again.
City of Boone He consulted a friend who runs a Thai restaurant in West Des Moines, then heard about | | &80 1602« ALL VARETES
City of Nevada the space available in Schnormeier's building. He liked the location, the neighborhood and
the presence of alarge parking lot behind the building.
ey And when he found that his daughter could help out after graduation, "everything
Boone County seemed to fall together at the same time," said Methiyapun.
Road Conditions

National Weather Service Advertisement Spicy and conversational
: Comparing and contrasting Thai and Chinese cooking isn't easy,
e ARy according to Methiyapun. There are some obvious differences such as the spices used to

prepare the food.
"Inatropical climate like Thailand, people enjoy stronger, spicy tastes," he said. "It
increases the palatability of the food."

Cuzzinans Thai dishesinclude chili peppers, lemon grass, lime leaves and cilantro (among other
Community Websites spices). But for those with more sensitive palates, it's often a more enjoyable experience to

_deduct the peppers and then try the rest, he added.
Methiyapun said it's somewhat easier to explain the cooking by talking about the

Top Sports lifestyle that surrounds it.

Baseball "|t's unique because a typical meal is eaten mostly in combination, from the center of

Football the table," he said. "The nature of our people isto share food at the table, so you might

Basketball order a combination of hot, spicy, sweet and sour dishes, put them in the middle of the table

T and eat each of them - one bite at atime."

E— e‘l('jhe practice of eating in that way increases the camaraderie at the table, Methiyapun
noted.

College Football His own, personal favorite is stir fry shrimp with curry powder, he added. It will be one

College Basketball of the specialties of the menu.

Golf Thanason Thanapanyarak will be the key individual involved with that menu as the

i R head chef at Spices. He boasts more than 15 years of experience at aworld-renowned Thai

F— restaurant in Boulder, Colo., according to Methiyapun. Thanapanyarak's wife has more than
a dozen years of experience, including setting up Thai kitchensin Europe and Asia.

2ol The restaurant will seat 70 people, with abar capacity of 20 more. Beer and wine will

Horse Racing be served for starters - afull bar may be added in the future, Methiyapun said.

Other Sports Stories The business will include about a dozen jobs, including four people in the kitchen.

Bob Zientara can be reached at 232-2160, Ext. 487, or rzientara@amestrib.com.
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